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VOTE OF THANKS BY THE LIVERY 
TO ALDERMAN WILLIAM ANTHONY BOWATER RUSSELL 

LORD MAYOR OF THE CITY OF LONDON 2019/21 

"My Lord Mayor, Fellow Liverymen, 

I move 

That the Liverymen of the several companies of the City of London take 
great delight in expressing to 

The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
William Anthony Bowater Russell 

their gratitude and sincere appreciation for the distinguished manner in 
which he has carried out the role of Lord Mayor of the City of London 
during the past two years. 

Fifty years before William took office in 1969 when he was aged 4½ he 
attended the parade for his grandfather Sir Ian Bowater when he became 
Lord Mayor. His family included three previous Lords Mayor: Sir 
Vansittart Bowater in 1913, Sir Frank Bowater in 1938, and Sir Noel 
Bowater in 1953. No wonder that he recently called on employers large 
and small to join him at a Conference on 'Recruiting from a Different 
Talent Pool' at the Mansion House. 

We commend William for his dedication to the City during a most 
challenging period in its history, serving a second year as Lord Mayor to 
ensure continuity of1eadership during the COVID-19 pandemic. This was 
a historic moment. The last time a Lord Mayor served a second year in 
office was as long ago as 1861 with the re-election of William Cubitt, 
who famously built Cubitt Town. There are no plans for a Russell 
Town ... yet. 

My Lord Mayor, you were expecting to hold office for one year, of which 
you would be spending 100 days overseas in 20 different countries, 
making 850 speeches. Instead, your term of office was extended to two 
years, and you have made some 2,500 video calls. You have made virtual 
visits to a wide range of distant countries including Chile, Singapore and 
the ASEAN countries, New Zealand and Wales. On some, no doubt, 
particularly exhausting days, you have travelled from Australasia to 
South East Asia, and then across the Pacific Ocean to the United States 
all on the same day. 






