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Alderman Vincent Keaveny 

Alderman Vincent Keaveny is a partner in the international business law firm, DLA Piper, 
serving until April 2019 as International Co-Chair of the Financial Services Sector at 
DLA Piper.  Vincent was elected as Alderman for the Ward of Farringdon Within in 2013 
and held office as Sheriff of the City of London for the year 2018/19. 

Vincent was born in Dublin in 1965.  He was educated at St Michael's College, 
Dublin.  He graduated from University College Dublin with a Bachelor of Civil Law in 1986 
and from Trinity College, Dublin with a Master in Letters in 1989.  He was called to the 
Irish Bar in 1988. 

Vincent has lived in London since 1989.  Since his admission as a Solicitor of the Senior 
Courts of England and Wales in 1992 he has worked as a banking and finance 
lawyer in private practice in the City.  His advises a mix of corporate clients and financial 
institutions in the UK and Europe on debt finance and complex capital markets 
transactions.  He is listed as a leading practitioner in his area of practice by all of the major 
legal directories. He was recognised by UCD as its Law Alumnus of the Year in 2018.  He 
was a member of the Committee of the City of London Law Society from 2006 to 2013 
and served as President of the City of London Law Society in 2014/15.  He is an 
Honorary Bencher of Gray’s Inn.  

Following his election in 2013 he has served on a number of City of London 
Corporation Committees, including Finance, City Bridge Trust and Planning & 
Transportation, and has been a member of the Court of The Honourable The Irish 
Society. He is currently a member of the Policy & Resources Committee and the 
Homelessness & Rough Sleeping Sub-committee. He is also a Governor of the City of 
London School and chairs the Samuel Wilson's Loan Trust.  He is the Court of 
Aldermen's representative trustee on the board of the Sir John Soane's Museum, where 
he chaired the Audit and Risk Committee until January 2021, and is a trustee of The Lord 
Mayor's Appeal.   

Vincent is a Liveryman of the City of London Solicitors', Woolmen's, Distillers', 
Spectacle Makers', Stationers', Framework Knitters’, Upholders' and Security 
Professionals’ Companies.  He served as Master Solicitor in 2014/15 and is member of the 
Court of the Woolmen's and Distillers’ Companies. Vincent is a member of the City Livery 
Club, the City Pickwick Club and the Royal Society of St. George (City Branch).  He is 
the Senior Patron of the Farringdon Ward Club. 

Amanda and Vincent married in 1993.  She worked as an intensive care/high 
dependency nursing sister in two London hospitals for a number of years.  For 
several years she has volunteered with the west London charity for the homeless, 
Glass Door, cooking in the day shelter at the Chelsea Methodist Church. She is a 
Liveryman of the Fletchers' Company and a member of the Company of Nurses.  

Vincent's interests include theatre and opera.  He chairs the board of the vocal 
ensemble, Exaudi, and is a director of Actors Touring Company.  In what spare time 
he has, he enjoys tennis and walking the labrador.  Recently, he has rekindled 
his love of riding!  
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Alderman Nicholas Lyons 

Nicholas was born in Ireland, the son of Dr FSL Lyons, the Irish historian and Provost of Trinity 
College, Dublin.  When his parents moved to Kent University in 1964, he went to school in 
Canterbury, attending the King’s School as a King’s Scholar before going to Gonville and Caius 
College, Cambridge, where he read history and won a Senior Exhibition.  

After internships as a political research assistant in London and with the Directorate General for 
External Relations at the Commission of the EEC in Brussels, Nicholas joined Morgan Guaranty 
Trust Company of New York in London. He worked there in New York and London for 12 years, 
then at Salomon Brothers from 1994 to 1995 and then moved with the whole Financial Institutions 
Group (FIG) to Lehman Brothers where he worked from 1995 until 2003. He specialised in 
advising banks and insurance companies on mergers and acquisitions and raising debt and equity 
capital and led the European FIG team. He held a series of global leadership roles, sitting on the 
Executive Committee of the European Investment Bank and as a member of the EMEA Operating 
Company.  He was also Co-Global Head of all recruitment and training at Lehman Brothers 
worldwide across all of their businesses with an emphasis on diversity and inclusion. 

Having always promised his wife that he would stop investment banking by the age of 45, he 
retired from Lehman Brothers in 2003 and began a plural career, sitting on the boards of many 
financial institutions and numerous charities. He has done that for the last 18 years and is currently 
Chairman of Phoenix Group Holdings, the largest player in the UK retirement and long term 
savings industry and a FTSE 100 company administering over £300 billion of policyholder money 
for 14 million customers.  Phoenix is the largest asset-owner signatory to the UN Principles for 
Responsible Investment in the UK.  He has just stepped down from the group board of BUPA, the 
health insurance and care provider where he chaired their new Sustainability Committee exploring 
the link between human health and bio-diversity, in order to make time for his role as Sheriff.  He 
sits on the boards of Convex Group, a specialty insurance and reinsurance carrier and Miller 
Insurance Services, a London market insurance and reinsurance broker.   He is a member of the 
Leadership Council of The CityUK, sits on the Advisory Board of the International Business & 
Diplomatic Exchange and is a member of the Association of British Insurers and the Chartered 
Insurance Institute.  

His philanthropic activities have revolved around education, children’s hospice care and the arts.  
This included being vice chair of Governors at the King’s School, Canterbury for 16 years from 
which he stepped down in July 2020.   He currently sits on the governing bodies of Saint 
Columba’s College in Dublin,  St Dunstan‘s College in Catford and King Edward’s, Witley in Surrey 
(for the City of London).  He is also a Trustee of the St Paul’s Cathedral Choristers’ Trust, The 
Honourable the Irish Society, the East Anglia Art Fund where he set up the Board of Patrons, and 
is a patron of Temple Bar Trust.  Nicholas is a Court Assistant at the Merchant Taylors’ Company 
where he sits on the Charities committee and also at the Bakers’ Company.  He is a Freeman of 
the Insurers’ and the Educators’ Companies. 

He is a keen golfer and has just completed his year as Captain of The Royal West Norfolk Golf 
Club which, thanks to Covid, involved rather less golf than expected and rather more 
administration!  He still plays golf for the Norfolk Seniors County team with limited success. 

Nicholas was elected Alderman for Tower Ward in September 2017. He sits on the Court of 
Aldermen, the Court of Common Council, the Education Board and the Epping Forest and 
Commons Committee at the City of London Corporation. He has also sat on Planning and 
Transportation and the Finance Committee.  He is President of the Tower Ward Club, a member of 
the Guild of Freemen, the City Livery Club and the City of London Club.  He is a director of the 
Lord Mayor‘s Show Ltd.  He was admitted as Sheriff of the City of London yesterday. 

Nicholas is married to Felicity who was until recently the Chair of Trustees of Tapping House, the 
Norfolk Hospice.  She is a Freeman of the Musicians’ Company. They have four children (Oliver, 
Charles, India and Alistair), two daughters-in-law, one son-in-law and 3 grand daughters. They 
spend week days at The Charterhouse where they rent a flat and their weekends in North Norfolk, 
their home for the last 20 years. They escape occasionally to Provence where they have a house 
in the southern Rhône wine region. 
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Alderman Alison Gowman 

Alison Gowman is the Alderman for the Ward of Dowgate and was installed as Sheriff of the 
City of London in September 2021.  

Alison has practised as a solicitor in the City of London all her working life, specialising in 
commercial property at international law firm DLA Piper. She was the first female partner 
at her firm and combined a senior partner role with many outside roles including as 
an elected member of the City of London Corporation. 

She first represented the Ward of Dowgate as a Common Councillor from 1991 - 2002 and 
thereafter as the Alderman of the Ward. Alison has served on most of the City's committees 
and is currently a member of the Bridge House Estates Board (Chair of the grant making 
arm, City Bridge Trust from 2016 - 19) as well as the Markets, Investment and Capital 
Buildings Committees. She is a Governor of the Museum of London and Museum of 
London Archaeology. She has also served as Chair of the City of London School for Girls 
and as a member of the Police Authority Board for 12 years chairing the Professional 
Standards Subcommittee.  She is a Magistrate, sitting as a presiding justice, on the Central 
London Bench. 

Alison is a Director of the Green Finance Institute and is promoting green finance with a 
particular engagement in Latin America. In the run up to COP26 she is part of the team 
working on the City’s contribution to this event. She has also set up and is leading the Livery 
Climate Action Group that is addressing the climate issue for Livery Companies. 

She chairs the Active City Network, a business network that encourages safe walking and 
cycling in the City to create healthy streets and promote wellbeing. She is also the Chair of 
London Road Safety Council.  She is a trustee of Trust for London, an independent 
charitable foundation that aims to tackle poverty and inequality in London. 

Her interest in the City has led her to write about the workings of the Civic City and these 
are now published in a book “The City of London: who, what, why?”  

Alison was Master of the Plaisterers’ Livery until July 2020. She was Master of the 
Glovers’ Livery in 2013 – 2014 and is a Liveryman of the Solicitors’ Livery. She is on the 
Court of the Chartered Surveyors’ Livery and an Honorary Liveryman/Member of the 
Upholders, Fuellers and Constructors.  She was President of the City Livery Club 2009-10 
and Chairman of the Royal Society of St George (City of London Branch) in 2017 – 18. 

Alison lives in the City and enjoys the rich opportunities of the cultural life on offer and enjoys 
country walking and cross country skiing in Norway.   
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Alderman Tim Hailes FKC JP 

Tim has been the Alderman for the Ward of Bassishaw since May 2013 and served as 
Aldermanic Sheriff of the City of London in 2017/18. He is currently General Counsel 
and Executive Director at Five Islands Capital Limited a highly innovative FinTech 
company in the payments and trading applications market. 

Tim was born in Dorchester, Dorset in 1967, educated at Bristol Grammar School and 
graduated from King’s College London with an honours degree in Medieval and Early 
Modern History. Whilst at university he was elected President of the Students Union and 
served as a Parliamentary Assistant to two members of Margaret Thatcher’s Cabinet. 
He went on his first overseas UK political delegation to Moscow in 1989 when President 
Gorbachev was attempting to implement ‘perestroika’ in what was then the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. He was awarded the highest undergraduate accolade, the Jelf 
Medal, on graduation in 1990 and became a Fellow of Kings College (FKC) in 2018.  After 
undergraduate studies he undertook the academic stages of professional training in the 
law at the University of the West of England, Bristol graduating in 1993. UWE awarded 
him a Doctorate in Law, Honoris Causa, in 2018. 

Tim joined Morgan Guaranty Trust in 1999 having qualified as a Solicitor in private 
practice in 1995 when he was awarded the prestigious ‘Wig and Pen’ Prize by the 
combined Law Societies in Central London. His main areas of legal expertise cover 
complex financial derivative instruments, international wholesale markets and banking and 
securities regulation. He acted as a technical expert to the FSA Lehman review in 2009 and 
has represented the banking industry in front of numerous international and national 
regulators and authorities including IOSCO, the European Commission, the Chinese 
Banking Regulatory Commission and the UK Financial Conduct Authority. He has chaired 
many industry committees - most notably in the International Swaps and Derivatives 
Association. He left JPMorgan in August 2019 having latterly served as Global Practice 
Group Head for Equities and Global Practice Group Head for Cross Border Business (both 
in the Corporate & Investment Banking Division). 

In 2014 he was named the United Kingdom’s In House Financial Services lawyer of the 
year by the Legal 500. In 2017 he was recognised as European Financial Services Regulatory 
lawyer of the year. In January 2018 he was awarded a lifetime achievement 
award for services to the UK in-house legal profession. He was named one of the Top 
100 LGBT executives in the UK in The Financial Times Diversity Champions Awards in 
2014 and again in 2015 and has a long track record on campaigning for workplace 
inclusion and equality dating back to 1995. 

Tim has been a member of numerous City of London Corporation committees 
including Policy & Resources, Finance, Audit & Risk, Markets, Member Development and 
Children’s & Community Services. He is also Vice Chairman of Governor’s at King Edwards 
School, Witley, a Churchwarden at St Lawrence Jewry, and has been a Justice of The 
Peace for the Central London Justice Area since January 2013. He has been a longstanding 
supporter of Stonewall, the Human Dignity Trust, the RNLI and Prisoners Abroad (where he 
is a trustee). 

He is a Court Member of the Worshipful Companies of Pewterers and International 
Bankers and a Liveryman of the Worshipful Companies of Solicitors, Firefighters and 
Paviors. Tim lives in Greenwich, enjoys food (particularly Thai food) and fine wine, historical 
fiction, strategic gaming, Chinese and Japanese culture, art and antiques, walking the dog 
and cooking in his spare time. 



He is an RYA qualified advanced sailing instructor and spent many past summer 
holidays teaching sea cadets how to sail at the Royal Navy School in Weymouth. Sadly, 
London based professional and civic life has limited his ability to indulge in trips nowadays 
out on the water! 



Alderman Professor Michael Mainelli 
MStJ FCCA FCSI(Hon) FBCS CITP FIC CMC MEI 

Michael is a qualified accountant, securities professional, computer specialist, and 
management consultant, educated at Harvard University and Trinity College Dublin. He gained 
his PhD at the London School of Economics where he was also a Visiting Professor of Innovation & 
IT.  Originally a research scientist in aerospace (rocket science) and computing (architecture & 
cartography), after directing mapping projects in Switzerland he became a senior partner with 
accountants BDO Binder Hamlyn directing global consulting, and Corporate Development Director 
for Europe’s largest R&D firm, then the Ministry of Defence’s 14,000 strong Defence Evaluation & 
Research Agency. During a mergers & acquisitions spell in merchant banking with Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell, he co-founded Z/Yen in 1994, the City of London’s leading think-tank, promoting 
societal advance through better finance and technology, renowned for its Global Financial, Green 
Finance, and Smart Centres indices. 

He has served as Alderman for Broad Street since 2013 and as Sheriff of the City of London 
2019-2021.  Michael and his brother Sheriff Chris Hayward were granted an extraordinary second 
year of office, the first time since 1228, in order to provide continuity during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
His other civic roles include being Trustee of the Lord Mayor’s Appeal, Lord Mayor’s Show, 
Lord Mayor’s 800th Anniversary Awards Trust, and Morden College; Professor & Life Fellow of 
Gresham College, Fellow of Goodenough College, Visiting Professor at UCL’s Bartlett School, 
Honorary Fellow of King’s College London, and Council Member for City & Guilds; President of 
Broad Street Ward Club, member of Lime Street and Farringdon Ward Clubs.  He is a Consigliere del 
Senato Accademico of L’Accademia Tiberina in Rome. 

Michael is passionate about the Livery as a Past Master of the World Traders, Craft-Owning Freeman 
of the Watermen & Lightermen, Honorary Liveryman of the Worshipful Companies of Furniture 
Makers, Water Conservators, Marketors, Tax Advisers, and International Bankers, Honorary 
Freeman of the Educators, and member of the City Livery Club and Guild of Freemen.  Michael works 
to maintain the City’s pre-eminence as the world’s leading professional, business, legal, technical, 
and financial services centre, championing the three C’s of Commerce, Community, and Charity. 

Michael chairs Z/Yen Group, FS Club, and Esop Centre.  He is non-executive director of an AIM-
listed mining firm and the United Kingdom Accreditation Service overseeing UK laboratories and 
quality standards, as well as non-executive of the Home Office’s Economic Crime Gold Group.  
Significant past posts have included Almoner of Christ’s Hospital, International Financial Advisor to 
the Taoiseach, and London Waterways Commissioner, as well as Trustee of the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare and Ocean Alliance.   

His wife, Elisabeth, is from Bavaria.  Elisabeth trained in hotel management and has worked in 
Germany and London, where she became a personal assistant to the managing partner of a large 
accountancy firm.  They married in 1996 and have three children.  She runs an events company and 
is director of a property management company.  Elisabeth is a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company 
of Masons and a Freeman Honoris Causa of the World Traders.  As former Thames barge owners 
restoring SB Lady Daphne over two decades, they retain deep links with the sailing barge community 
and the venerable Thames Match (1863).  Michael and Elisabeth chaired the Guildhall British Red 
Cross Christmas Market in 2017.   

Michael’s hobbies include skiing, woodcarving, diving, dicing with bagpipes, racing sailboats, and 
dabbling in German, Italian, French, and Dutch, but even worse Mandarin.  He has written over 
60 journal articles, 250 business articles and a few books.  His humorous novel, Clean Business 
Cuisine: Now and Z/Yen, written with Ian Harris, was a Sunday Times Book of the Week in 2000; 
Accountancy Age described it as “surprisingly funny considering it is written by a couple of 
accountants”.  The Price of Fish: A New Approach to Wicked Economics and Better Decisions, 
also with Ian Harris, won the 2012 Independent Publisher Book Awards Finance, Investment & 
Economics Gold Prize.
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