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4 June 2021 

Dear Master, Clerk, 
 
Further arrangements for Common Hall: Election of Sheriffs 
 
We hope you will have had the opportunity to read this message already on the new Livery 
Committee website (https://www.liverycommittee.org) but, in case not, please see additional 
information below regarding Common Hall this June.  
 
Following our letter of 13 April 2021, we are once again writing to let you know of the further 
arrangements for the Election of Sheriffs and other Officers on 24 June 2021. 
 
The Government’s ‘roadmap’ still has 21 June as the next key date when remaining 
restrictions may be relaxed; however, that is, of course, still subject to rates of hospitalisation 
continuing to decrease, and continued high take-up of the vaccine. Some doubt has been 
cast in recent weeks as to whether the road map will remain unchanged due to the emerging 
variants of concern; most notably the so-called ‘Delta variant’ (previously referred to as the 
‘India variant’) which has caused infection rates to rise in some areas. 
 
If we find, nearer the time, that there is scope to increase the numbers attending, we will do 
so. For now, though, we ask that Livery Companies limit attendance, wherever possible, to 
one person per Company. As per our previous letter, if Clerks want to have a ‘reserve’ list of 
those they can go back to if a greater opening up is possible, then please do so. Many Clerks 
have already been in contact with the name of their nominee: those who have yet to do so 
should contact Rhiannon Leary (Rhiannon.leary@cityoflondon.gov.uk) with: 

• the name of the attendee; 

• telephone number (for Track and Trace purposes only); 

• position within the Company (Master, Upper Warden, etc.); and 

• confirmation of any access needs or none. 
 
We shall keep the website up to date with the arrangements and any changes as well as 
notifying Masters and Clerks. The Shrieval candidates’ statements are also on the website 
and again, we encourage you to read these in advance of the election. Two QR codes, each 
linked to one of these two election addresses on the Livery Committee website, will also be 
displayed at Guildhall on 24 June.  
 
There will be some recommendations from the Livery Committee, which are set out in the 
Committee’s report. This report has now been placed on the website and an email was sent 
to all Clerks to advise that the report had been published. 
 
 



 

 

 
On the Day: 

• everyone attending is asked to arrive at Guildhall between 10.45am and 11.40am 

so they may be safely checked in before the proceedings commence; 

• reception desks will be erected in Guildhall Yard to aid access into Great Hall: 

access will not be via the Art Gallery; 

• some degree of social distancing will be in place; 

• please keep personal belongings to a minimum on the day. Attendees are however 

encouraged to bring a bottle of water with them; 

• face coverings will have to be worn whilst in the Guildhall complex; 

• whilst the cloakrooms will not be in operation for the purpose of storing personal 

belongings, there will be access to the ladies’ rooms/mens’ rooms; 

• for those Masters in attendance, there will not be a gathering or robing in the Crypts 

nor any procession by the Masters into Great Hall. 

Please note that the proceedings on 24 June will be recorded, and an edited version of the 
event will be accessible on the Livery website. It is important to be clear however, that, whilst 
the event will be filmed throughout, the election itself – when the Livery is asked for a show 
of hands – will not be recorded.  
 
As per our previous communications, the planning of events during these unusual times 
continues to be a challenge and we remain grateful for your continued patience and 
understanding. The hope is still that if the situation improves throughout the coming months, 
the planning for the election of the Lord Mayor in September may return to more 
conventional arrangements. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Sir David Wootton  
(Chairman of the General Purposes Committee of the Court of Aldermen)  
 
 
Victoria Russell  
(Chairman of the Livery Committee). 


